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Complaint of inhabitants of Nansemond County--- the complaint 
(4f true) sett fobth great abuses for which the abused may have 
theire remedy att law against the persons of whom they complain, 
to witt, Lt. Col. John Lear and Major David Lear. 

Feb. 20, 1676, P 

Journal House of Burgesses, 1659/60-1693, p. 7l. 


Will of John Lear; 0 Nansemond county. Leg.-to widow Pitt 
sister; daughter Martha Burwell; daughter Eligebeth PLEe we dow 
of my deceased son Thomas Pitt; granddaughter Elizabeth Lear; 

to John George; in default of issue to my grandson John Lear; 

to Charles Goreine; to James Montgomery; to granddaughters Fliza- 
beth and Martha Lear, children of my decd. son Thomas; to Martha 
Burwell's children, which she had by Col. Cole. 

Exs., son-in-law Major Lewis Burwell and Col. Thomas Godwin. 

De 1695, Died, June 27, 1696 

Will in Henrico County Clerk's Office. 

William & Mary quarterly, vol. 7, p» 310. 


Col. John Lear emigrated to Virginia about the middle of the 17th 
Century and settled tn Nansemond County, where he became a member 
of the House of Burgesses, Momber of the Council, in 1683, Died 
June 27, 1696. He married 4 times;+ I, ------- before 1698 by whom 
he had $wo children, Thomas and daughter Martha, who married first 
Col. Wm. Cole, Secretary of state and second Col. Lewis Burwell; 
2. after 1678, Anne widow of Col. John George. 3. after 1688, 
Rebecoa, widow of Col. Charles Moryson and Col. Leonard Yeo of 
Elizabeth City County. 4, Ann "illis, of Ipswick, Mass., widow of 
Seth Sothell, Gov. of N. Car, She died before 1692. Son Thomas 
Lear married married “lizabeth, daughter of Col. Joseph Bridger: 
Issue, Thomas, John, *lizabeth and Martha Lear. The son John 
Lear married Klizabeth, who was Bé&htx. of Isabella Haveild, who 
was Extx. of Dr. luke Haveild. 

Virginia H. Magazine, vole 17, pe 228-29 


John Lear was a Burgess in 1666. 
Journal House of Burgesses, 1619-1659/60, pe VIII 


Thomas Lear was a Burgess in 1685 
Journal House of Burgesses, 1659/60-1693, pXII 
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